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labouring to explain by my narrative. The first hall is
the concert-room, where the women sate; the musicians
played above in four balconies. In the middle is a jet
cTeau. The marble pavement I take to be equal to the
finest existing, for the size of the flags and evenness of the
colour. The two sisters, which give name to the room,
are slabs that measure fifteen feet by seven and a half,
without flaw or stain. The walls, up to a certain height,
are mosaic, and above are divided into very neat com-
partments of stucco, all of one design, which is also
followed in many of the adjacent halls and galleries,
The ceiling is a fretted cove. To preserve this vaulted
roof, as well as some of the other principal cupolas, the
outward walls of the towers are raised ten feet above the
top of the dome, and support another roof over all, by
which means no damage can ever be caused by wet
weather, or excessive heat and cold. From this hall you
pass round the little myrtle-garden of Lindaraxa into an
additional building made to the east end by Charles v,
The rooms are small and low: his dear motto, Plus
outre, appears on every beam. This leads to a little
tower, projecting from the line of the north wall, called
El Tocador, or the dressing-room of the Sultana. It is a
small, square cabinet, in the middle of an open gallery,
from which it receives light by a door and three corridors,
The look-out is charming. In one corner is a large marble
flag, drilled full of holes, through which the smoke of
perfumes ascended from furnaces below; and here, it is
presumed, the Moorish queen was wont to sit to fumigate
and sweeten her person, The emperor caused this pretty
little room to be painted with representations of his wars,
and a great variety of grotesques, which appear to be
copies, or at least imitations, of those in the loggie of
the Vatican. They have been shamefully abused by idle
scribblers; what remains shows them to be the work of